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AS WE GATHER
The Epiphany season continues to illuminate the miracle of Christmas shining its light forward to the
goal and purpose of Christ’s coming to us in the flesh. That purpose is the salvation of the world
through the forgiveness of our sins. That forgiveness can and will happen only through the sacrifice
on Christ’s cross. As often as we Christians have heard this Gospel and believe it, however, the more
often we tend to forget that this knowledge, this faith, remains a hidden mystery to the world, which
ignores, rejects, or explains away “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” Many really don’t get it! Yet, here
through the Divine Word and Sacraments, God the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, enlightens
minds and hearts to a spiritual epiphany.

PRELUDE

http://www.cplchurch.org/


WELCOME 

HYMN                                      “ O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright ”                LSB No. 395
   

                    

                    

                   

                 

                  

                
Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000309
Tune: Public domain

INVOCATION
Leader:  In the name of the Father and of the ╬ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People:  Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                                                                        LSB 184
L Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and 
deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your 
grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.



C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to 
die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He 
gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that
believes and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

C Amen.

Stand
Kyrie LSB 186

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187

L Glory be to God on high: 



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader: Let us pray.

O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the 
hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 58:3–9a
3“‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no 
knowledge of it?’ Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, and oppress all your 
workers. 4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to hit with a wicked fist. Fasting like yours 
this day will not make your voice to be heard on high. 5Is such the fast that I choose, a day for a 
person to humble himself?

Is it to bow down his head like a reed, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call 
this a fast, and a day acceptable to the LORD? 6“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds 
of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you 
see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 

8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily; your 
righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9Then you shall 
call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’”

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord.



People:  Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE         1 Corinthians 2:1–12
1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty
speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus  Christ and him crucified.
3And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4and my speech and my message
were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5that your faith
might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of
this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which
God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—

10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the
depths of God. 11For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him?
So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely
given us by God. 

 
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:13–20
L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
 

13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.

14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people light a lamp and
put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is
in heaven.

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them
but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will
pass from the Law until all is accomplished.  19Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you,
unless  your  righteousness  exceeds  that  of  the  scribes  and  Pharisees,  you  will  never  enter  the
kingdom of heaven.”

 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to You, O Christ.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was



crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ╬ everlasting. Amen.

SONG OF THE DAY                                        ♫ Let It Be Said of Us ♫                

SERMON                                                                      “ Shine ”                                 Matthew 5:13-20

POST SERMON SONG                                             ♫ We Are ♫

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Leader: Almighty God, we give You thanks for Your liberating Word made known especially in 

the light shining through the glorious cross of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Grant 
that Your Word enlighten our hearts and minds now that we may keep it and bring forth 
the fruits of faith in all that we say and do. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Leader: By Your light of life, rule and govern Your whole Church throughout the world that all
those who proclaim Your truth be preserved in the pure doctrine of Your saving Word
and that faith and love be strengthened and increased in all Your people. Lord, in Your
mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Leader: Bless our country and all  who are in authority. Let Your glory dwell in our land that
mercy and truth, righteousness and peace may abound everywhere. We commend to
You the care of our schools so that our children grow in useful knowledge and Christian
virtue, bringing forth wholesome fruits of life. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Leader: Comfort all who are in trouble, sickness, anguish, or any other adversity. Grant courage 
and strength to all who suffer for Your name’s sake. In every time of trouble, show 
Yourself a very present help, the Savior of all. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Leader: Accept, we pray, our bodies and souls, hearts and minds, all our talents and powers,
together  with  the offerings we bring before You as our  humble service.  Help us to
prepare for the world to come, doing the work You have given us to do while it is day
before the night comes when no one can work. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Special Petitions: 

Leader: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

People: Amen.



OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT               (Please fill out your attendance card)

LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: For all the things we don’t know how to pray for, for those things that burden us, stress us out,
and keep us awake all night; for the prayers where we don’t even have the words to say, hear those
prayers as we pray as the Lord Jesus taught us…

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

BENEDICTION
L The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ┼ give you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN                 “I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light ”               LSB No. 411

                               

                              

                              

                             

                            

                            

                            



              
Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000309
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reserved.Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 

Concordia Publishing House. Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

We all need to Remember: Everyone has a different comfort level and tolerance, so we
need to be compassionate towards others.  If you still feel more comfortable and safe
wearing a mask into and during church – please go ahead and do so. We offer in-person
Worship Sundays at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary. 

DUE TO SCHEDULING, WE ARE HAVING HOLY COMMUNION every  other  Sunday  in
January and February.  That means the following are Communion Sundays:  February 12 and
February 26.  If you have any questions, please see Pastor.  The following DATES ARE  Non-
Communion Sundays: February 5, and February 19. March, we will resume with our regular Holy
Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.

This Worship is a combined Worship and is recorded and uploaded to our website so other
members and folks all around the world are able to Worship with us! (Note – we get anywhere
from 1,000-2,000 watches per month!  All praise to God for this marvelous outreach of His
Good News!)  If you can’t be with us in-person Sunday mornings, please Worship along with us
online.  Feel free to contact me with any questions you may have. 
In HIS service & love – Pastor Tim 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS We offer two ways to give to CPLC, through our Facebook page or
on the church website. Also, you may continue to mail your tithes and offerings to the church:
Canoga Park Lutheran Church, 7357 Jordan Ave. Canoga Park, CA 91303.

We Are… 
Canoga      Caring
Park          People
Lutheran   Loving
Church      Christ!


